Semiology and Linguistics 

As an approach to textual analysis, semiotics treats the language of which texts are composed as a system of signs and symbols, which convey meaning to the reader. Linguistics, the scientific study of language, is only one branch of this general science and has seen a quite extraordinary expansion. 
"The laws which semiology will discover will be laws applicable in linguistics... 
As far as we are concerned... the linguistic problem is first and foremost semiological... 
If one wishes to discover the true nature of language systems, one must first consider what they have in common with all other systems of the same kind... 
In this way, light will be thrown not only upon the linguistic problem. By considering rites, customs etc. as signs, it will be possible, we believe, to see them in a new perspective. The need will be felt to consider them as semiological phenomena and to explain them in terms of the laws of semiology." 

Ferdinand  de Saussure
